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United Methodist Church 

Friends, 

On May 5th, we received new guidance from our Bishop and the COVID-19 response team of the 
Greater Northwest Area of The United Methodist Church. This new guidance allows churches and 
their pastors greater local authority for making decisions related to gathering for worship and other 
church activities, with some firm boundaries, including no congregational singing for the time being. 
Our county is still considered at high risk for an uncontrolled COVID-19 outbreak, so caution is still 
being taken by our congregation. Worship services are public events, so even though a vast majority of 
those who attend our church regularly are fully vaccinated, we must consider the 
vaccination/ inoculation rate of our community, which is still quite low. We have decided that, this 
summer, we will alternate gathering in person and virtually each week. If our county enters a 'very high 
risk' designation, according to COVIDActNow.com, we will return to fully virtual gatherings. 

The pandemic has provided us every opportunity to remember and reimagine what church is for, and 
how we engage our spiritual and religious lives in our communities. I know that it has been a 
tremendous opportunity for me, as your pastor, to remember what my role is: "to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry," as St. Paul writes in Ephesians 4. Remembering this foundational 
calling has inspired me to rethink Sunday mornings. Worship is just one part of discipleship, which 
equips the saints ( that's you!) for the work of ministry. 

For the past several months, in our online worship, we have been practicing worship, devotion, 
compassion, and justice on Sunday mornings, and I am sensing that we are being led to continue that 
practice, because these practices are those that equip the saints for the work of ministry. As we slowly 
begin to gather again in person, I hope we don't just rush back to what was normal 'before,' instead, I 
hope we will be intentional and reflective about the kind of community we want to build from here on 
out. 

The kind of church I'm hoping we will build together is one where we remember the story that tells us 
we are part of the body of Christ (worship), study our sacred text deeply and develop our relationship 
with God (devotion), show mercy to our neighbors (compassion), and advocate for the repairing of 
broken systems that harm our neighbors (justice). 
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With this intention, and the limitations on gathering in person in mind, here's what I'm inviting you 
into this summer on Sundays at 11am: 

June 6th, July 4th, August 1st: Worship Sundays - Service of Word and Table in the Sanctuary 
- Masks required 
- No Congregational Singing, one fully vaccinated vocalist with piano accompaniment in the 

front, with plexiglass shield and singing mask. 
- Sign-in for Contact Tracing 
- Socially Distanced Seating 
- No Coffee Hour 
- Communion consecrated in-person and taken home to consume 

June 13th, July 11th, August 8th: Devotion Sundays (Zoom) 
- Book study of 'Inspired' by Rachel Held Evans 
- If you're interested in joining, let Pastor Alexa know so she can order you a book. 
- Join on Zoom at home by phone or internet, or if you do not have phone or internet access, 

Pastor Alexa will get you set up with a computer at the church. 

June 20th,July 18th, August 15th: Compassion Sundays 
- In-person community service activity for all abilities 
- Masks required 

Socially Distanced 

June 27th, July 25th, August 22nd: Justice Sundays 
- No in-person gathering. 

Look to the church e-newsletter for invitations to do justice in our community. 

Beyond Sunday mornings, you are invited to bake bread with us on Friday mornings at 10am for the 
Farmer's Market, and/or represent our church at the Farmer's Market each Friday afternoon 
3pm-7pm, inviting folks to offer donations for the bread we offer, and making relationships with 
community members. Additionally, the Community Garden is open on the following Saturdays 
9am-noon: May 29th, June 12th, June 26th, July 10th, July 24th, August 7th, and August 21st. 
Finally, you are invited to serve at, or donate to, the hygiene closet. The hygiene closet will be open 
Saturday,June 5th lOam-noon, and June 15th 5-7pm. 

I sincerely thank you for all that you've done in the last 15 months to protect one another from the 
harm of COVID-19, and am eager to continue ministering to our community alongside you. May the 
Holy Spirit continue to lead us with wisdom and love. 

Peace, 
Pastor Alexa 


